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Quarterback Controversy:
In 1964 It Was Kanner and Sheegog 

and Everyone Had an Opinion
Steve Kanner was the senior 
starter.  His father owned 

Kanner’s Men’s 
Store in Massil-
lon.

J u n i o r  D a v e 
Sheegog was a 
natural—a quick 
and shifty triple 
threat quarter-
back. Sheegog 
was black, and 
his father worked 
in a steel mill.

They were the central figures 
in the quarterback contro-
versy of 1964.  It was a con-
troversy that was not lost on 
the coach.

“Yeah, that got back to me,” 

Head Coach Earle Bruce 
led the Tigers to 20 straight 
wins  and  two 
state champion-
ships during his 
two seasons in 
Massi l lon.   I t 
must have been 
all peaches and 
cream in Massil-
lon for the coach 
who never lost a 
game...right?

In Massillon, life 
is never easy for 
the head coach.  And Bruce 
had his share of stress as 
Massillon’s head man, to be 
sure.  But the biggest issue 
of Bruce’s tenure—by far—
had to do with his choice of 
quarterback in 1964.

Steve Kanner.

Story of the Decade

1960s
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Bruce said, “But there was 
no pressure to play Sheegog.  
You’d have to understand 
a couple of things.  First 
of all, Steve 
Kanner was 
not a great, 
talented ath-
lete, as such.  
But he was a 
good leader.  
He led our 
team to vic-
tory.

“It’s tough to 
replace a guy 
at quarter-
back who’s 
taken you to 
victory every 
week.  How 
can you take 
the winning 
quarterback 
of a 9-0 foot-
ball team and 
change the 
quarterback?  You can’t do 
that.  That’s kind of a no-no,” 
Bruce said. “How can you 

bench a guy who’s doing so 
good?

“I had my doubts about 
who should  
start, too.  I 
could ques-
tion that.  But 
I wasn’t go-
ing to make 
any changes 
that  would 
hurt our foot-
ba l l  t e am.  
A n d  t h e r e 
weren’t any 
pressures.  I 
never felt any 
pressures.  I 
think that was 
talked about 
by people , 
I’m sure.

“ T h e  f a c t 
that Kanner 
was a good 
person.  He 

worked hard in practice.  
He did everything he was 
asked to and everything he 

Dave Sheegog delivered 
perhaps the most heroic per-
formance in the history of the 
Massillon-McKinley game.
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was supposed to do.”

Teammate David Whitfield, 
who was captain at Massil-
lon in 1965 and Ohio State 
in 1969, had strong feelings 
about Bruce’s choice at quar-
terback.

“Earle’s of-
fense was 
more con-
s e r v a t i v e 
than previ-
ous coach 
Leo Strang’s 
o f f e n s e , ” 
W h i t f i e l d 
said.  “Leo 
was  w ide 
open.  Earle 
was  more 
the Woody 
Hayes Three 
yards and a 
Cloud of Dust type of foot-
ball.  That’s why he went 
with a quarterback like Kan-
ner.  He was a little more 
settled.  Then Bruce found 
out he had a quarterback like 

Sheegog who can scoot this 
way, scoot that way.  Throw 
the football.  And then scoot 
up the middle.  But that’s 
too wide open for him.  It 
should  have been Sheegog 
all the way.

“Sheegog proved it on the prac-
tice field,” 
Whitfield as-
serted.  “We 
had grown 
up to believe 
that if you do 
well in prac-
tice, you’re 
going to be 
the starter.  
You prove 
yourself on 
the practice 
field.  But 
S h e e g o g 
never  got 

that opportunity.  We kind of 
resented Bruce a little bit for 
that.  We got in some jams 
sometimes, and we knew we 
had the most mobile quarter-
back sittin’ on the bench.

“We had grown up 
to believe that if you 
do well in practice, 
you’re going to be the 
starter.  But Sheegog 
never got that oppor-
tunity.”

David Whitfield
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“Kanner was a little slow 
handing off, a little slow get-
ting back.  He’s kind of slow-
in’ down the backs.  If you’ve 
got somebody who’s a little 
more mobile, you’re going 
to make those backs look 
a little bet-
ter.  There 
was a little 
animosity.  
We brought 
it to Bruce’s 
attention.

“I remember 
it was Larry 
L a r s u e l , 
my brother 
To m  a n d 
Brock Her-
ring, they 
exp la ined 
a couple of 
t h i n g s  t o 
him.  They 
said, ‘Wait a minute Coach, 
you came in talkin’ that if 
you proved yourself on the 
practice field, you’d start.  
It almost looks like you’re 

getting some push from some 
outside forces.  Because we 
see some people that should 
be starting.  Like Sheegog 
and Jim Lawrence.  Those 
two guys proved themselves 
out there.  Nobody can stop 

those  two 
guys from 
doing what 
they want to 
out there on 
the practice 
field.  And 
n o w  w e 
come to the 
games and 
you’ve got 
some other 
people out 
there in front 
o f  t h e m . ’  
He put ’em 
in there.  At 
least Law-
rence went  

in.  Sheegog was subbing in 
more.”

The quarterback controversy 
came to a head in the final 

Massillon-McKinley game 
program, 1964, signed by Earle 
Bruce.


